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structure of the eye, can only be connected with the
production of that structure in the character of a final,
not an efficient cause; that is, it is not Sight itself
but an antecedent Idea of it, that must be the efficient
cause. But this at once marks the origin as proceeding
from an intelligent will.

I regret to say, however, that this latter half of the
argument is not so inexpugnable as the former half.
Creative forethought is not absolutely the only link
by which the origin of the wonderful mechanism of
the eye may be connected with the fact of sight. There
is another connecting link on which attention has
been greatly fixed by recent speculations, and the
reality of which cannot be called in question, though.
its adequacy to account for such truly admirable com-
binations as some of those in Nature, is still and will
probably long remain problematical. This is the prin-
ciple of "the survival of the fittest/3

This principle does not pretend to account for the
commencement of sensation or of animal or vegetable
life. But assuming the existence of some one or more
very low forms of organic life, in which there are no
complex adaptations nor any marked appearances of
contrivance, and supposing, as experience warrants us
in doing, that many small variations from those simple
types would be thrownout in all directions, which would
be transmissible by inheritance, and of which some
would be advantageous to the creature in its struggle